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Presidential Pickings: Duane Allan Smith, 1937-2024 
 

It is my sad duty to use this pickings to offer some remarks on the passing of Duane Smith, 
one of the Mining History Association’s founders.  If you want an objective assessment of his life 
and contributions, you’ll have to get it from somebody else.  I loved the guy.  But then, who didn’t? 
 He was born in San Diego on April 20, 1937, but raised in Sandwich, Illinois, fifty miles 
west of Chicago.  After he graduated from high school his family moved to Boulder, where he 
earned his B.A., M.A., and Ph.D. degrees from the University of Colorado, the last in 1964.  He 
began teaching that fall at Fort Lewis College in Durango, Colorado, where he remained for the rest 
of his life. 

What can one say of him in summary?  For a start, he was prodigiously prolific.  The 
Library of Congress lists him in its collections as the sole author of twenty-seven books, co-author 
of fifteen, editor of four, and editor and contributor to one.  That’s forty-seven books.  Forty-seven.  
Although most frequently centered on mining history, their subjects range from regional, town, and 
institutional histories, to biographies, to political, cultural, and social topics.  Add to that his 
numerous articles, innumerable presentations, and dozens of oral history interviews retained in the 
collections of Fort Lewis College. 

The quality of his scholarship was as impressive as the quantity.  His Silver Saga: The Story 
of Caribou, Colorado provided me with a very useful illustration of how to do community history 
well.  Just the subtitle of his Rocky Mountain Mining Camps: The Urban Frontier reoriented my 
thinking about these communities.  Published in 1967, in the era of ropin’ and ridin’ westerns, his 
“urban frontier” was much nearer to the truth about the American West; its population has always 
been much more urban than rural.  Nineteenth-century mining was a capital-, labor-, and 
technology-intensive activity best practiced in or in proximity to urban settlements.  Farming often 
arrived later to sustain those places.  Duane’s Mining America: The Industry and the Environment, 
1800-1980, from 1987, considered the ecological ramifications of mining and milling.  It was on the 
leading edge of the wave of scholarship since about that important subject. 

In contrast to the pessimistic, even sour, histories often written today, Duane’s 
understanding and interpretations, like the man himself, were optimistic.  This came from neither 
naivety nor sentimentality.  He understood both the good and the bad in humans, but he also 
balanced criticism with appreciation.  Typically, in the preface to his masterful biography Horace 
Tabor: His Life and the Legend, he wrote of the silver king: “He is perhaps remembered for all the 
wrong reasons—the love triangle, the divorce, the decline and collapse—rather than for the faith, 
the optimism, and the investments that built Colorado.” 

Duane’s numerous scholarly honors included being named Colorado Humanist of the Year 
in 1989, and receiving our own Rodman Paul Award for outstanding contributions to mining history 
in 1992.  I believe that Duane Smith has been one of the more significant scholars of the history of 



the American West, under-appreciated as such because his research interests lay mostly outside of 
the main channels of its historiography.   

Having read Silver Saga and Rocky Mountain Mining Camps as essential to my own 
dissertation topic, thirty-four years ago I had the gall to ask Duane if he’d agree to be one of my 
dissertation advisors.  Doubtless neck deep in one or more of his own book projects, would he be 
willing to be encumbered by this dubious character, out of the blue, from a different university?  
Sure, fine.  He was—as I found out he always was—enthusiastic and friendly and helpful.     
 So, with all of that going on, he probably didn’t have much time or flair for teaching, right?  
Not so.  He sometimes taught his college students Civil War history dressed in his Civil War 
uniform, he frequently participated in costumed historical reenactments in Durango, and he favored 
us with his interpretation of Horace Tabor at the Tabor Opera House during our conference in 
Leadville in 2007.  The Durango Herald reported of his official “last lecture” at Fort Lewis College 
in April 2014 that “the always cheerful, easy-to-talk-to professor of Colorado history . . . receive[d] 
a standing ovation.  Smith will likely never be challenged as the college’s best-known and most-
popular professor.”  

And he was a father, a columnist for the Herald, active in his church, county chairman of his 
political party, a member of numerous boards, commissions, and associations, and an enthusiastic 
runner and softball player at least into his mid-sixties.  Did he sleep? 

His significance to our Mining History Association is foundational.  Duane was one of its 
six original organizers in 1988, its fourth president, and one of its leading voices and contributors 
for its first quarter century.  It was Duane, as interim secretary, who called the association’s 
organizational meeting to order in 1989 and was then elected the association’s provisional chair, 
and it was he who chaired its first conference session, “The Big Bonanza: Mining Historians Look 
at Their Profession,” held the following year in the Fourth Ward School at Virginia City, Nevada.   

And I would be exceedingly remiss not to mention here the other half of the Smith History 
Juggernaut, his college sweetheart, wife of fifty-six years, and frequent editor, Gay Woodruff 
Smith.  (She once edited me during an MHA luncheon conversation when I got careless with lie-
lay.)  After she passed away in April 2017, several friends noted her “happy spirit.”  Exactly.  The 
two of them positively radiated positivity.  For that quarter of a century, one of the highlights of my 
year was interacting with them at our annual conventions. 

Duane Smith was an enthusiast, in the best possible sense of that word.  Of course, nobody’s 
perfect and enthusiasm has its limits.  One of our bonds was a mutual love for baseball, but his 
zealous devotion to That Team in Blue was, admittedly, in questionable taste.  However, I was 
pleased for him when the Northsiders finally won a World Series in 2016.  If suffering for one’s 
team were a currency, he had accrued more than enough to pay for that championship by then, and 
as a Cardinals’ fan even I can reconcile myself to such an outcome—once a century. 

Prospectors had a saying: “Silver runs in ledges, but the gold is where you find it.”  I think 
it’s also true that the history is where you find it.  This son of Illinois spent a lifetime very profitably 
mining the history of the Silver San Juans, Colorado, and the American West.  The breadth, the 
energy, the momentum!  An affable avalanche?  Can such a thing exist?  In Duane Smith, I think it 
did. 
 
Eric Clements 
 
P. S.  Wittingly or not, Horace Tabor’s biographer left us on November 26, Horace Tabor’s 
birthday.  They both might have appreciated that.  
 
In lieu of flowers, the family requests that memorial donations be made in his name to the LaPlata 
County Humane Society in Durango, Colorado. Duane’s daughter, Lara, can be reached at 
laralee93@gmail.com  or Lara and Mike Breunig at 101 Glade Court, Durango, CO  81301. 
 
 



MHA Officers and Nominations Committee Report 
 
The Nominating Committee has been busy identifying candidates for VP / President-elect, the 
MHA Council (two positions), and the Nominating Committee. Thank you to Peter Maciulaitis, 
Bill Culver, and Karen Jass for their hard work on this important task. The Committee went 
above and beyond its task of finding at least one candidate for each position by identifying four 
candidates for the two Council positions. As always, you are free to write-in candidates but 
please note that any write-in candidate should be willing to serve if selected. Any questions 
about the qualifications needed for any of the positions can be addressed by Peter Maciulaitis 
(pmaciulaitis@aol.com). This year’s ballot can be found at the top of page seven (7) of this 
newsletter listing the positions with the nominated candidates for each position with room for 
any write in candidates. You may vote for one candidate for VP / President and one candidate for 
the Nominating Committee by selecting the nominated individual or writing in a candidate of 
your own choosing if that person is also willing to serve. The individuals receiving the majority 
of votes cast will be elected to those positions. In the case of the two Council positions, you may 
vote for up to two candidates in a similar fashion. The two Council candidates receiving the 
highest vote totals will be elected to the Council to serve until 2028. Ballots must be mailed as 
directed by February 28, 2024 in order to be counted. 
 

Nominated for the position of Vice President / President-elect is Paul Bartos.  
 
A long-time exploration geologist, Paul Bartos currently serves as a Principal Geologist, North 
America for AngloGold Ashanti. Over the course of his career, he has worked for majors 
(ASARCO, AngloGold Ashanti) and juniors (Esperanza Resources), served as a consultant and 
director for various juniors (Colibri, Citation), and worked in academia (Colorado School of 
Mines).  As an exploration geologist, he has been involved in seven discoveries:  the San 
Bartolome′ silver mine, Bolivia; the Cerro Jumil gold skarn, Mexico; the San Luis bonanza Au-
Ag vein system, Peru; the Luz Angelica orebody, Quiruvilca district, Peru; the Chert Cliffs 
Carlin deposit, Nevada;  the Nuevo Chaquiro porphyry Cu-Au-(Mo), Colombia, and most 
recently, The Silicon Au-(Ag) deposit, Nevada.  He is also the author of 33 scientific 
publications and the co-author of 5 geologic quadrangle maps. Paul is considered an expert in 
vein deposits, particularly silver vein deposits. Paul is nominated by the Nominating Committee 
to serve as the MHA Vice President / President-elect taking office in Gunnison, Colorado. 
 

Nominated for the two open positions on the Council are Eric Eckberg, Dean Heitt, Shy 
Lene Rodolph, and Mark Wasserman. 
 
Eric Eckberg is currently the Manager, Exploration Communities & Permits with Ivanhoe 
Electric, a company conducting exploration for copper and other metals required for new 
technologies. He has spent over 20 years split between being a geologist in mineral exploration 
and working for the Bureau of Land Management in positions based around the US. Exploring 
historic mining districts and the stories they contain, and helping to preserve them for future 
generations is a passion of his. Eric holds degrees from Dartmouth College (BA in Earth 
Science) and the Colorado School of Mines (MS in Geology). 
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Dean Heitt is a retired geologist from Newmont Mining Corporation in Nevada. His work was 
primarily on the Carlin Trend where he worked in a variety of underground and open pit mines. 
He also led a team working on early-stage development of underground mines and was the 
Nevada Manager for Near Mine Exploration before his retirement. Dean graduated with a B.S 
and M.S from Eastern Washington University. Dean is the Author of “Before the Gold: The Early 
Mining History of the Carlin Trend 1874-1962.” He has also published several geological 
articles on the mines and documented Newmont’s reserve history on the Carlin Trend. He also 
authored a two-part history of the Railroad Mining District near Elko and another two-part 
history on the early oil exploration history of Elko, Nevada, published in the Northeastern 
Nevada Museum Quarterly. He is currently working on a book on the mining history of the 
Railroad Mining District.  He volunteered as an archivist at the Northeastern Nevada Museum in 
Elko before moving to Spokane in 2023 and is currently a volunteer photo archivist at the 
Spokane Valley Heritage Museum. 
 
Sha Lene Rodolph did not submit a candidate bio. 
 
Mark Wasserman is a Professor of History Emeritus at Rutgers, The State University of New 
Jersey where he taught for forty years. Mark has been a member of the MHA for a bit less than a 
decade. His book, Pesos and Politics: Business, Elite, Foreigners, and Governments in Mexico, 
1854-1940, won the Association’s 2017 Clark C. Spence Award. His work has been published in 
numerous books and academic journals including The Mining History Journal. If elected, Mark 
vows to carry on the distinguished tradition of the MHA.  
 

Nominated to join the Nominating Committee is Ginny Kilander. 
 
Ginny Kilander serves as the Anaconda Company/Geological Documents Collection Manager, 
and the archivist responsible for overseeing the acquisition of mining, petroleum & energy 
collections at the American Heritage Center at the University of Wyoming. She also has served 
as the manager of Reference Services at the Center since 2009 where she provides access to the 
publicly available historic collections on-site and remotely. She has been a member of MHA for 
some time and has served in roles such as Besleme-Orell Heritage Award Committee, and one 
term on Council, in addition to occasionally presenting about the Center’s mining collections at 
the annual meetings. Ginny is excited to have the opportunity to serve on the board again to 
share the excitement of mining history with current and future members of MHA. 

 

Join the Mining History Association in  
Gunnison, Colorado 

35th Annual Conference, June 11-16, 2025 
Preliminary details available on the MHA's website at: 
https://mininghistoryassociation.org/Gunnison2025.htm 

Complete conference details and session program  
forthcoming in the Spring 2025 Mining History News 



In Memorium 
Patricia Susan Kaas 

 
The MHA Board and Council extends its 
deepest sympathies to the family of Mike 
Kaas on Patricia Susan Kaas’s recent 
passing. Pat was a regular attendee at many 
of our annual conferences and her presence 
will be missed by many. A memorial 
gathering will be held on January 6, 2024, at 
the Murphy Funeral Home in Arlington, 
Virginia, and a memorial service will be 
held at Holy Trinity Catholic Church, 
Chapel of St. Ignatius and Holy Trinity 
Offices in Washington, D.C., on January 7th. 
For more information about those services 
or to leave individual remembrances or 
express condolences please visit: 
https://www.dignitymemorial.com/obituarie
s/arlington-va/patricia-kaas-12110192 
 

Gunnison Conference Hotel 
Room Blocks 

 
The conference committee has arranged 
room blocks at the Comfort Inn in 
Gunnison (a 40 room block at $179 per 
night) and the Wingate Inn (a 10 room 
block at $169 per night). Stephen will be 
contacting each hotel’s management to 
remind them of the room block. Please 
check the Gunnison meeting page on the 
MHA website for any updates on when you 
can start making reservations and receive 
any additional instructions.  
 

Attention Potential Conference 
Vendors 

Vendor tables will be available on Friday 
and Saturday, June 13 & 14, at $35 per 
table. Potential vendors should contact 
Stephen Hart: stephen_hart45@msn.com or 
(720) 448-3387 by April 1, 2025, for more 
information or to RSVP.  

 

The Nuggets program will resume on 
January 14th and will run through at least 
April. Barbara is currently scheduling 
speakers for the spring.  Topics do not need 
to be academic in nature. Topics can include 
a visit to a historic mining site or town or an 
interesting little topic that you happened to 
find out about. Send an email to 
mininghistoryassociation@gmail.com if you 
would like to present an MHA Nugget or if 
you have questions about the process.    

The scheduled dates for each Nugget / 
meeting are below:   
 
January 14, 2025 
Zoom: 872 0596 9669 
  
February 18, 2025 
Zoom: 851 8654 9368  
  
March 18, 2025 
William Beauclerc Otway 
Neil Huybregts 
Zoom: 862 3211 3090  
  
April 15, 2025 
Gunnison, Colorado 
Steve Hart 
Zoom: 869 2848 1702  

 
Updated information on presenters, topics, 
and meeting ID’s will be posted on the 
“Mining History Association” Facebook 
page and website. 
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The Livermore and Other Awards 
 
Peter Maciulaitis is seeking candidates for the 
2025 John Livermore Award. The award is 
presented for philanthropy and public service 
related to mining, reclamation and 
environmental stewardship, education, and/or 
historical preservation. The recipient can be an 
individual, company, or organization. Service 
can have been performed in any state, but 
Colorado entries are encouraged because the 
next MHA conference will be held in Gunnison. 
Please contact pmaciulaitis@aol.com with the 
name and background of any proposed candidate 
or organization.  
 
The other award committees also welcome any 
nominees for the Association’s many other 
awards including the Cherry Hunter Award, 
Clark Spence Award, the MHA Besleme-Orell 
Heritage Award, the Rodman Paul Award, and 
the Distinguished Service Award. Please visit 
the Association’s website for more information 
about MHA’s many awards.  
 

Call for Presentations  
35th Annual MHA Conference  

Gunnison, Colorado - June 11-15, 2025 
 
The 2025 Program Committee of the Mining 
History Association invites proposals for 
individual presentations or complete sessions 
(including a chair) on any topic or aspect of the 
history of mining, its associated industries, and 
its communities. There are no temporal or 
geographic limits to topic material, but 
presentations that address mining history near 
the Gunnison area or Colorado in general are, 
however, particularly welcome given the 
location of the conference. Sessions normally 
include three papers of twenty minutes each. All 
presenters must register for the conference.  
Proposals should include the title of the 
presentation, an abstract (not to exceed 500 
words) for each presentation, and biographical 
information including mailing/email address for 
each presenter. Please send the written proposals 
via email attachments to Eric Nystrom at 
enystrom@unr.edu by Friday, January 3, 2025. 
Submission by email is required.  

Gunnison Pioneer Museum 
 
The headline of the August 8, 1881 
Gunnison Daily News Democrat screamed 
“STOP! Two Railroad Trains Put on the 
Brakes and Come to a Standstill in 
Gunnison”.  One observer stated the bells 
and whistles were the “voices of 
civilization” arriving in the city.  The 
Denver & Rio Grande Railroad’s first train 
over the Continental Divide to arrive was 
locomotive #71 at 2:40 pm on August 7.  
But, due to its rapid expansion to mining 
camps throughout the Western Slope and its 
narrow-gauge mainline to Salt Lake City, 
the rail line quickly purchased many new 
locomotives from the Baldwin Locomotive 
Company of Philadelphia.  One of these 
1882 locomotives was 2-8-0 Consolidation 
#268.  This tiny C-16 worked over the 
D&RG rails for the next 70 years, ending its 
days as the head-end power for the 1954 
salvage train pulling up the rails of the 
D&RGW between Gunnison and Salida 
over Marshall Pass.  Donated by the railroad 
to the City of Gunnison in 1955, #268 is 
now the centerpiece of Gunnison’s Pioneer 
Museum, painted in the black & “Grande 
Gold” color scheme it carried to the 1949 
Chicago Rail Fair.  MHA members can visit 
and photograph the 143-year-old #268 
during the Thursday, June 12, evening 
reception at the 2025 Annual Meeting.  
 
 

 
 

A Mea Culpa 
 
In my rush to get the Fall Newsletter to press, I 
failed in my proofing. On page 6 of the Fall 
Newsletter, Donald Paulson is the author of 
Mines, Miners and Much More. His current 
email address is drpaulsonouray@gmail.com  
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2024/2025 Ballot 
Mail by February 28, 2025 to: 

Mining History Association, P.O. Box 1536, Cape Girardeau MO 63702-1536 
 

Vice President / President Elect 
 Paul Bartos    _______________________ (write in) 
 
 
MHA Council Positions: 
 Eric Eckberg    _______________________ (write in) 
 Dean Heitt    _______________________ (write in) 
 Sha Lene Rodolph 
 Mark Wasserman 
 
Nominating Committee: 
 Ginny Kilander    _______________________ (write in) 
 
 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

2025 MHA Membership Renewal 
 
Student: $20, Individual: $35, International (outside the U.S.): $45, Sustaining: $60, Patron: $100 
 
Name:______________________________________________ 
Business Affiliation (if used for address) _________________________________ 
Address ___________________________________________________________ 
City ___________________________________ State _______  Zip ___________ 
Email__________________________________   Phone ____________________ 
Three areas of mining interest: ________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________ 
 
2025 is a Membership Directory year. If you DO NOT want to be listed, mark here _______ 
 
Send with check to: Mining History Association, PO Box 1536, Cape Girardeau MO  63702-1536 
 
 
OR Go to the MHA Website and use our online system and pay by credit card: 
https://mininghistoryassociation.org/member.htm 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

MEMBERSHIP REMINDER 
You are paid up through 
December of the year printed on 
your mailing label. If your mailing 
label says “2024” you need to 
renew for 2025.  
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Mining History Association 
PO Box 1536 
Cape Girardeau MO 63702-1536 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Upcoming Events 
 
Society for Industrial Archeology 
Buffalo, NY 
May 29 – June 1, 2025 
 
Mining History Association Conference 
Gunnison, Colorado 
June 11-16, 2025 
 
Nac’l Assoc. of Mining Hx Organisations 
Conwy Valley, North Wales 
June 28-29, 2025 
 
Australasian Mining History Association 
Broken Hill, Western New South Wales 
September TBD, 2025 
 
Western History Association 
Albuquerque, NM 
October 15-18, 2025 
 
Mining History Association Conference 
Pittsburgh, Kansas 
June TBD, 2026 

The Mining History News is published 
quarterly by and for the members of the 
Mining History Association. Submissions 
for the newsletter are encouraged. 
 
Revised Deadlines:  
Spring issue: February 1st 

Summer issue: July 1st 
Fall issue:   September 1st 
Winter issue: December 1st 
 
Submissions for the newsletter should be 
sent to Paul R. Spyhalski at 
prspyhal@yahoo.com with MHA at the start 
of the subject line. 
 
Change of address:  Please send all address 
changes to Barbara Clements, Membership 
Chair, at 
mininghistoryassociation@gmail.com  
   or 

Mining History Association 
PO Box 1536 

Cape Girardeau MO  63702-1536 
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