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IV International

The organizers of the IV International
Mining History Conference are putting
the finishing touches on that event to be
held in Guanajuato, Mexico between
November 10th and 13th, 1998. The
Congress is supported by the Instituto
Nacional de Anthropologia y Historia
(INAH), the Asociacion de Ingenieros de
Minas, the Metalurgistitas y Geologos de
Mexico, A. C., and other mining
companies and academic institutions.
The Congress will be similar to the 111
International held in Golden, Colorado in
1994 with professional papers,
receptions, and tours. The agenda is set
and the program drafted. Guanajuato
was a major silver producer during the
colonial period, with revivals, especially
in the early 1900s. The city is a historic
monument to the colonial era. Mining
sites abound. For more information
contact: Comite Organisador del IV
Congreso Internacional de Historia de
Mineria, Direccion de Estudios
Historicos, INAH, Anexo al Castillo de
Chapultepec, Apartado Postal 5-119,
Mexico, D. F., C. P. 06500.
Information about the conference and
Guanajuato is available on their web
page: http://www.inah.gob.mx

Their Fax is 553.63.74 or e:mail
(miningcongress@infosel.net.mx). For
travel information contact: Viajes
Cartagena, S. A. DE C. V.,
Prolongacion Americas 1612 - A C. P.
44610, Guadalajara, JAL. Phone 523-
678-9232 or FAX 523-678-9272.

Lost in the Klondike?

Looking for an ancestor who followed
the gold rushes to the Far North? The
Alaska Gold Rush Centennial Task Force
recently published How fe Find Your
Gold Rush Relative: Sources on the
Klondike and Alaska Gold Rushes, 1896-
1914, compiled by R. Bruce Parham.
The ten page guide is a good reference
tool for any researcher; it includes
information on  archives, internet
sources, CD-ROMs, newspaper indexes,
etc. For more information contact the
State of Alaska Office of History and
Archeology, 3601 C St., Suite 1278,
Anchorage, AK 99503-5921 or phone
907-269-8721.  If that doesn't help
Nancy Lethcoe of Valdez has compiled
information on 3,000 people in her
Annotated Database of Participants in
the Prince William Sound, Valdez, and
Copper River Area Gold Rush (these
were the folks that got lost or misled on
their way to the Klondike). It is
available for $24.95 from Prince William
Sound Books, P. O. Box 1313, Valdez,
AK 99686 or look for it on the Valdez
Museum's homepage:
www.alaska.net/ ~ vldzmuse/index.html

Bisbee Thankyous.

MHA members had a great time in
Bisbee much to the credit of the local
organizers and hosts. Thanks also to
reporter Cindy Hayostek and other
friends at Pay Dirt for the coverage of
our event at Bisbee. Pay Dirt has been
supportive of MHA since our founding.

North Carolina Gold

In 1999, North Carolina will observe the
bicentennial of the first gold rush in what
was then the United States. Gold was
discovered in Cabarrus County, the first
of the Appalachian gold fields. From
September 17 to 19, 1999, the
University of North Carolina at Charlotte
will serve as host for "Gold in Carolina
and America: A Bicentennial
Perspective,” a symposium sponsored in
part by the University, Reed Gold Mine
State Historic Site, surrounding counties,
and the North Carolina Division of
Archives and History. Sessions will
examine the history of gold in North
Carolina and beyond, as well as gold’s
impact on society, culture, economics,
geology, and technology worldwide. For
more information call 919-733-7305 or
write NC Department of Cultural
Resources, 109 E. Jones St., Raleigh,
NC 27601.
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President’s Page

On a spring morning, with lace curtains
blowing at the windows of the Copper
Queen Hotel and birds singing in the
trees, one relishes a side of mining
history much sweeter than typing
footnotes. 1 doubt that the MHA will
ever meet in a more charming and
perfectly preserved mining town than
Bisbee,

Thanks to the untiring efforts of
Mason and Janice Coggin, Carrie
Gustavson, our program committee, and
others, we enjoyed an outstanding
conference, with a trip to the impressive
Camanea Mine in Mexico and many
excellent talks. We were especially
fortunate that several of our speakers had
exceptional expertise on mining in
Bisbee.

Next year we will meet in Ouray,
Colorado, where Duane Smith will guide
a tour to a number of old mining camps
-- sure to be a treat. In 2000 we
convene in Tonopah, Nevada, a once-in-
a-lifetime opportunity to celebrate the
centennial of the central Nevada mining
boom.

The reports we heard at Bisbee on the
state of the MHA were pgenerally
encouraging, Editor Chris Huggard now
has a hefty stack of submissions to the
journal;, Treasurer Jay Fell finds us

solvent; Secretary Bob Spude reports .

considerable recovery in our
membership.  Nonetheless, increasing
our membership -- especially bringing in
more young members -- should be a high
priority.  Each one of us needs to
publicize the MHA whenever opportunity
offers.

The Ouray meeting will mark the
tenth anniversary of our organization, a
good time to reflect on how far we’ve
come and where we intend to go. I1'd
welcome comments on ways to increase
membership, criticisms of our present
course, and suggestions on future
directions. Please write to me at:

Sally Zanjani
4360 Slide Mountain Cir.
Reno, NV 89511

Organization Notes:

Quray, Colorado in 1999

At the Bisbee meeting Duane Smith,
Mark and Karen Vendl and others
presented the latest on plans for next
years conference in Ouray, Colorado.
The old silver and gold camp snuggled
into an incredible, beautiful niche in the
San Juan Mountains will host our event
June 3-6, 1999. The event will include
tours to famed gold mines, ghost towns
and scenic sites, maybe even a railroad.
So stay tuned. For information on
giving a paper contact ome of the
program committee members: chair
Duane Smith, Southwest Center, Reed
Library, Fort Lewis College, Durango,
CO 81303; Eric Clement, Western
Museum of Mining and Industry, P. O.
Box 629, Monument, CO 80132; and
Mark Langenfeld, 2020 Harley Drive,
Madison, WI 53711-4350 or e:mail:

-MLANGEN@EXECPC.COM

Tonopah in 2000
The board also voted to meet in Tonopah

during that old mining town’s centennial
ycar.  Tonopah’s history has been
preserved by the Central Nevada
Historical Society.

Townley Award

Michael Ripmeester of Brock University
in St. Catherines, Ontario was this year’s
recipient of the John Townley Award for
the best essay on mining history
published in the MHA's The Mining
History Journal. His essay, "Placed on
the Margins: The Idea of Chinatown in
Rossland, British, 1890-1902," appeared
in the 1997 journal.

Rodman Paul Award

President Sally Zanjani awarded the
MHA’s Rodman Paunl Award for
contributions in mining history to Mason
Coggin. Mason is the driving force
behind the Arizona State Mining
Museum and has been instrumental in
the revival of that organization located
within eye sight of Arizona’s state
capitol. Nearly single handedly, he

relocated a Coronado Railroad
locomotive from the head of the
Longfellow Incline near Clifton and
moved a headframe from Bisbee to the
museum grounds in Phoenix (he did have
help with these herculean tasks from the
Seabees and a few other people good
with moving equipment, as well as a
host of volunteers and corporate
sponsors). Mason has written about the
history of his hometown, Bisbee,
especially the Calumet & Arizona mine,
has orchestrated the recent publication of
Arizona mining history volume III by the
Mining Club of the Southwest and the
local chapter of the American Institute of
Mining Engineers, and is active in the
mining industry as Director of the
Arizona Department of Mines and
Minerals. He is also a poet, not a bad
thing for a mining historian.

MHA Officers:

Sally Zanjani, President

Don Hardesty, vice-president

Bob Spude, Secretary

Jay Fell, Treasurer

Council members: James Edgerly,
Richard Francaviglia, Lynn Langenfeld,
Ed Hunter, Lysa Wegman-French, Roger
Burt, Eric Clements, and Robert
Trennert (past president),

1998 Nominating Committee:
Mason Coggin

James McBride

Eleanor Herz Swent

The Mining History Association
Newsletter
Denver, Colorado

Distributed to association members;
membership is open to all interested
in the history of mining. Dues are $25
per year. Please send dues to MHA,
Post Office Box 150300, Denver,
Colorado 80215.

Submissions for publication in the
newsletter are welcome. Write to

Robert L. Spude, Editor.
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THE MOST RECOMMEND MINING HISTORY BOOKS

"The Year of the Reader®

Ag part of the MHA's continuing "Year of the Reader," a group of senior mining history specialists
were asked their opinion about the twenty best books in mining history, or, more precisely, they were
asked what books would they recommend to someone beginning in the field or just interested in reading
the best introductions or case or regional studies on the topic. They responded with an array of
titles, but most lists contained many obvious duplicates, which led to our Top Twenty. There was
almost unanimous selection of the top five. s

There are no surprises here. The authors are well-known to members of the association. To have our
Top Twenty start with a book by Clark Spence is appropriate -- as one of the panel said, "everything
by Spence should be on the list." The following should be a good introduction to mining history.
The Top Twenty

1) Clark Spence, Mining Engineers and the American West: The Lace-Boot Brigade, 1849-1933 (Moscow:
University of Idaho Press reprint 1993, originally 1870)

2) Duane Smith, Rocky Mountain Mining Camps: The Urban Frontier (Niwot: University Press of Colorado
reprint 19%5, originally 1967)

3} Mark Wyman, Hard Rock Epic: Western Miners and the Industrial Revolution (1979, out of print)
4} Otis Young, Western Mining, An Informal Account of Precious-Metals Prospecting, Placering, Lode
Mining, and Milling on the American Frontier, from Spanish Times to 1893 (Norman: University of
Oklahoma Press, 1970, in print)

5 & 6 tie) william Greever, Bonanza West: The Story of the Western Mining Rushes, 1848-1900 (Moscow:
University of Idaho Press reprint, originally 1963)

5 & 6 tie) Rodman Paul, Mining Frontiers of the Far West, 1648-1880 (1963, out of print)

7) Richard Lingenfelter, Hard Rock Miners: A History of the Mining Labor Movement in the American
West (1974, out of print)

8) Malcolm Rohrbough, Days of Gold, The California Gold Rush and the American Nation (Berkeley:
University of Califormia Press, 1997 in print)

9) Sally Zanjani, A Mine of Her Own: Women Prospectors in the American West, 1850-1%50 (Lincoln:
University of Nebraska Press, 1997 in print)

10) Michael Malone, Battle for Butte: Mining and Politics on the Northern Frontier, 1864-1806
(Seattle: University of Washington Press reprint, originally 1981)

Because the next ten books were very close in terms of numbers of recommendations by the group, it
was decided to list them together without priority. They are listed alphabetically by author. They
are:

Ronald Brown, Hard-Rock Miners: The Intermountain West, 1860-18920 (1879, op)

James E. Fell, Jr., Ores to Metals: The Rocky Mountain Smelting Industry (1973)

J. §. Holliday, The World Rushed In, The California Gold Rush Experience (1981)

Larry Lankton, Cradle to Grave: Life, Work and Death at the Lake Superior Copper Mines (1931}

Ralph Mann, After the Gold Rush: Society'}n Grass Valley and Nevada City, California 184%-70 (1982,
op)

Richard Peterson, The Bonanza Kings: The Social Crigins and Business Behavior of Western Mining
Entrepreneurs (1977)

A. L. Rowse, The Cousin Jacks: The Cornish in America (1969)
Duane Smith, Mining America: The Industry and the Enviromment, 1800-1580 (1987)

Clark Spence, The Conrey Placer Mining Company, A Pioneer Gold-Dredging Enterprise in Montana, 1897-
1522 (1989)

Sally Zanjani, Goldfield: The Last Gold Rush on the Western Frontier (1992)

There were 63 other books recommended by the group, all good and valuable. The above Top Twenty
shows a Western U. §. bias; unfortunately there are so few good, well-known books on mining in the
Bast. Although they did not make the list here there are Eastern mining history books among the
sixty-three others. If a reader is interested in the entire list of 83 please send a stamped self
addressed envelope to the MHA, P. O. Box 150300, Denver, CO 80215 and it will be forwarded to you.
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Recent Publications on the History of Mining

The following list confains recent articles, chapters and dissertations that relate to the history of mining. It inclodes all types of mining in North America.
Thanks to those who sent in suggestions for this installment. We welcome citations for inclusion in the next update.

Compiled by Lysa Wegman-French

Aguils Medina, Marcos T. "The Great Depression 4nd the Origins of "Cardenismo™: The Case of the Mining Sector and Its Works, c. 1927-1940
[Mexico].” Ph.D. diss., The University of Texas at Austin, 1997,

Adken, Katherine G. "Odyssey of a Union: Communism and the Rise of the Northwest Metal Workers, 1960-1971." Monana 47, no. 3 (Aummn 1997):
46-61.

Auritola, Toni J. "Ethnic Bias, Irish Literature, and the Molly Maguires: The Making of a Legend [William Carleton]. " M. A. thesis, California State
University, Dominguez Hills, 1997,

August, Ray. "Gringos v Mineros: The Hispanic Origins of Western American Mining Law.* Western Legal History 9 {Summer/Eall 1996).
Bakarich, Page. "A History of the Arizona Marble Company." Cochise County Historical Journal 27 (Fall/Winter 1997/98): 7-27.

Beavers, Murlena Thomas. "Statns, Behavior, and Appearance among African-Ameticans in a Midwestern Coal Mining Town, 1900-1923." Ph.D. diss.,
Towa State University, 1997.

Bowen, Oliver E., Jr. and Richard A. Crippen, Jr. "California’s Mother Lode Highway: Mokelumne Hill to Placerville: Calaveras, Amador, and El
Dorado Counties.” Calffornia Geology 50, no. 4 (July/August 1997): 119-127.

Bowen, Oliver E., Ir. and Richard A. Crippen, Jr. "California’s Mother Lode Highway: North San Juan to Sattley; El Dorado, Placer, and Nevada
Counties.” California Geology 50, no. 6 (November/December 1997); 178-186.

Brown, Mubel. *'There was Never a Place Like 1" dnnals of Wyoming 68, no. 4 (1996): 34-36, [Cambia]

Buckley, Geoffrey Littlcfield. "Tapping the Big Vein: Coal Mining and Environmental Alteration in Maryland’s Appalachian Region, 1789-1906." Ph.D.
diss., University of Maryland College Park, 1997,

Burnham, Deborah Jo. "Roslyn's Mumal Aid Lodges: Between Assimilation and Cultural Continuity, 1887-1940." Journal of the West 36, no. 4 (October
1997): 13-19. [Washington)

Burt, Roger, "Dritish Investment in the American Mining Frontier," Business and Economic History, no. 2 (1997); 515-25."
Chaput, Don. "Striking It Rich." American History 33, no. 1 (March 1998): 26.32+ [Joseph Ladue, founder of Dawson City]
Chen, Yong. "The Internal Origins of Chinese Emigration to California Revisited.” Western History Quarrerly 28, no. 4 (Winter 1997); 521-546.

Chenoweth, William L. "A Summary of Uranjum-Vanadium Mining in the Carrizo Mountains, Arizona and New Mexico, 1920-1968." In New Mexico
Geological Society Guidebook, 48th Field Conference, 1997, 267-268,

Clements, Eric. "Bust: The Social and Political Consequences of Economic Disaster in Two Arizona Mining Communities," Ph.D, diss,, Arizona State
University, 1997.

Coggin, H. Mason. "Roots of the Calumet and Axizons.” Collector’s Mining Review no. 3 (Spring 1997): 28+.

Coggin, H. Mason. "Granits Mountain Shaft Fire, Butte, Montana, * Collecrors’ Mining Review no. 5 (Fall 1997): 18-20.

Coggin, H. Mason. "John C. Greenway: The Ajo Experience.” Collecior’s Mining Review no. 2 (Winter 1997): 24 +.

Cole, Terrence. *One Man’s Adventure in the Klondike." Columbia 11 (Winter 1997/98): 20-26,

Couch, Samuel L. "Topophilia and Chiness Miners: Place Attachment in North Central Tdsho,” Ph.D. diss., University of Idsho, 1996.

Courtwright, David T. "Violence in America: What Human Nature and the California Gold Rush Tell Ts about Crime in the Inner City." American
Heritage 47 (September 1996).

Coutts, Rebert. *Visions of Gold." Beaver: Exploring Canada’s History 77, no, 5 (Octeber 1997): 2-3. [Klondike]
Craig, Simon. "The Golden Dream.* Geographical Magazine 69 (October 1997): 89-94. [Klondike]
Crowell, Dovglas L. "Death Underground: The Millficld Mining Tragedy.” Timeline 14 (Seplember-October 1997): 42-54,

Cutter, Donald C. "The Discovery of Gold in California.” California Geology 51, no. 1 (1998): 3-9,
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de Massey, Ernest. "Diary of a Frenchman: Trinity River Placers, 1850, California Geology 50, no. 2 (1997): 45-56.
]
Dempsey, Hugh A. "The Calgary Gold Brick Caper [swindle].” Beaver: Exploring Canada’s History 71, no. 4 (August 1997): 15-18.

Dorich, Thomas J, "Law and Order in a Western Industrial Mining Camp: Jerome, Arizona, 1890-1930." Journal of the West 37, no. 2 (April 1998): 108-
117.

Dorich, Thomas J. ""This is a Tough Place to Work:" Industrial Relations in the Jerome Mines, 1900-1922." Journal of Arizona History 38, no. 3 {Aummn
1997). 233-256.

Doukas, Dimitra. *Corporate Capitalism on Trial: The Hearings of the Anthracite Coal Stike Commission, 1902-1903." Ideniities 3 (Tamary 1997): 367-
98.

Emamuel, Richard P, "The Golden Gamble.” dlaska Geographic 24, no. 2, entire issue (1997): 1-95,

*The End of the Trail.” History Today 47, no. 8 (August 1997): 32-33. [Yukon]

English, Deric. "Tragedy at United Verde Mine.” Collecror’s Mining Review no, 2 (Winter 1997): 18+,

Fell, James E., Jr. *The Carbonate Camp: A Brief History and Selected Bibliography of Leadville." Celorade Hisiory no. 1 {1997): 69-86.
Frazier, Si and Ann Frazier. "The Sterling [Hill Mine] Treasure.” Lapidary Journal 51, no. 6 (September 1997): 38-42,

Frieden, Jeffry A, "Monetary Populism in Nineteenth-Century America: An Open Economy Interpretation. " Jewrnal of Economic History 57, no. 2 (June
1997): 376-393.

Gearhart, Dons G, "Coal Mining Women in the West: The Realities of Difference in an Extreme Environment.” Journal of the West 37, no. 1 (January
1598): 60-68.

Gerard, David, "Institutions, Property Rights, and Transaction Costs in the Hardrock Mining Indusiry, 1866-1996." Ph.D. diss., University of Illinois,
19857, -

"Gold! A Pictorial History of the Klondike Gold Rush.” Alaska 63, no. 4 (May 1997): 42-53.
"Gold Rush: California Stste Parks.” California Geology 50, no. 1 (1997): 29-31,
Gordon, John Steele. "Golden Anniversary.” American Heritage 49, no. 1 (February 1998): 14-16, [Culifornia gold strike took place in Mexico)

Griffith, Barbarn J, "All the Lovely Sistethood: The Ladies of the Theater in the California Gold Rush.” Journal of the West 37, no, 1 (Jamary 1998);
7-10.

Hanson, Carl A, "Letters from the Rockies: John Cotton Dana jn Southwestern Colorado, 1880-81." Colerade History no. 1 (1997): 31-56,

Henderson, Douglas Wayme. "Precious Metals, Precions Women: Women on the Mining Frontier of Colorado." M. A. thesis, University of Houston-Clear
Lake, 1997,

Heary, Sue. "'Ship of Gold’ . . . And Trouble!® Alaska 63, no, 4 (May 1997): 3441,

Hillman, John, "The Impact of the International Tin Restriction Schemes on the Return of Equity of Tin Mining Companies, 1927-39." Business History 39,
no, 3 (July 1997): 65-80.

Hogabonm, Dieter Grant. *Compensation and Control: Siticosis in the Ontario Hardrock Mining Industry, 1921-1975." M.A. thesis, Queen’s University at
Kingston (Canada), 1998,

Holden, William, "The Rise and Fall of 'Captain’ John Sutter,” American History 32, no. 6 (1998): 3144+

Hughes, Marla. "'I Paint What I Know': The [Art] Work of Former Miner Thomas Elmo Williams. " Labor’s Heritage 9, no. 2 (Fall 1997): 32-47.
Hunt, Bill. "Discoverer of the Klondike Gold.” Alasks 63, no. 4 (May 1997): 29.

Johnson, Chris. "Bunker Hill: The Compuny That Made a Town." Idaho Yesterdays 41, no. 1 (Spring 1997): 2-6.

Kelly, Brian. "'Up Against It": Race, Class, and Power in the Alabama Coalfields, 1908-1921. Ph.D. diss., Brandeis University, 1998,

King, Roberi E. "Captain Elias W. Johnston: Gold Rush Transporiation Businessman. ” Alaska History 11 (Spring 1996).

Knapp, A. Bernard, and Vincent Pigott. "The Archaeology and Anthropology of Mining: Social Approaches to an Industrial Past.” Currert Anthropelogy
38§, no, 2 (1997): 300-304,
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Krafi, Bob, Bob Samay, and Errol Christman. *The Pelton Water Wheel and Jts Historic Mining Role.* Callectors’ Mining Review no. 5 (Fall 1397); 11-
17.

Kunkel, Jeff, ed, "Alaska Gold: Life on the New Frontier — Leners and Photographs of the McDaniel Brothers,* California History 76, no, 1 (Spring
1997): 3-23.

Levenstein. Margaret C. "Price Wars and the Stability of Collusion: A Study of the Pre-World War I Bromine Industry." Journal of Indusirial Economics
45, no. 2 (Juns 1997): 117-137,

Leyendecker, Liston E, "Georgetown, 187%: One Year in the Life of Colorado’s Silver Queen.” The Georgeiown/Silver Plume National Historic Landmark
Joumal 2, no. 1 (February 1997): 1-14.

Lowre, Raymond L. "Of U.S, Minerals and Morals.” Engineering and Mining Journal 198 (October 1997): 16FF-16HH.

Lukas, J. Anthony. "The Making of Big Trouble.” Jdaho Yesterdays 41, no. 2 (Summer 1897): 2-9, [Background on book about assassination of Governor
Frank § berg and subsequent trial of 3 labor leaders, ]

MacDonald, Cheryl. "From Founding to Frontier: The VON [Victorian Order of Nurses] in Klondike." Beaver: Exploring Canada’s History 77, no. 5
(October 1997): 13-18,

"Mad Stampede.” Engineering and Mining Journal 198 (December 1997); 10+ [Klondike centennial]

Malone, Patrick. "Butte: Cultural Treasure in a Mining Town, Historical Commentary,® Montana 47, no. 4 (Autumn 1997): 58-67.
Marshall, John. "Looking Back: Hard-Rock Mining in Silverton, Colorado,” Mining Engineering 49 (October 1997): 48-52,
Mattison, David. "Photo Nuggets: Klondike Photographers.” Heaver: Exploring Canada’s History 77, no. 5 (Qetober 1997): 33-39,
MeCulloch, Tan. *Yukon Field Force, 1898-1900." Beaver: Exploring Canada's History 77, no. 5 (October 1997): 4-12.

MeKamna, Clare V., Ir. "Death in the Colorado Coal Country: Homicide and Social Instability in Las Animas County, 1850-1920." Western Legal History
8 (Summer/Fall 1995): 163-197. ‘

MeLuird, James D., ed. and introduction. *Calamity Jane and the Black Hills Gold Rush in the Wiritings of William B. Lull.” South Dakota History 28, no.
L & 2 (Spring 1998): 1-68,

MeLoughlin, Virginia Duffy. "Cynthia Stafford and the Lost Mining Town of Auburn.* Oregon Historical Quarterly 98, no. 1 (Spring 1997): 655,

Miller, David B. "The Homestake Lockout of 1909-1910: A Small Mine's Perspective.” South Dakota History 27, no. 3 (Fall 1997): 156-178, [Portland
Mining Company)

Miller, Charles Wallace. *The Spirit of the Pioneers Still Rules: Arizona’s Automobile Gold Rush of the 1930s.* Journal of Arizona History 38, no. 4
(Winter 1997): 355-374,

Mochring, Eugene. *The Comstock Urban Network." Pacific Historical Review 66, no, 3 (August 1997): 337-362.

Morawska, E. " A Historical Ethnography in the Making: Jewish Entrepreneurs in an American Mill Town, 1890-1940." Hisiorical Methods 30, no. 1
(1997): 58-70,

Morse, Kathryn Taylor, "The Nature of Gold: An Environments) History of the Aluska/Yukon Gold Rush.® Ph.D. diss., University of Washington, 1997,

Mullin, Joseph C. and Wallsce P, Mullin, *United States Steel’s Acquisition of the Great Northemn Ore Properties; Vertical Foreclosure or Efficient
. Contractunl Governance?” Journal of Law, Econemics, and Organization 13, no. 1 (April 1997): 74-100,

Napier, Jerry Wayne. "Mines, Miners, and Machines: Coal Mine Mechanization and the Eastern Kenticky Coal Fields, 1890-1990." Ph.D. diss.,
University of Kentucky, 1997,

Palmer, Bryan D. and Robin Lunn, *The Big Sleep: The Malartic Mine Fire of 1947." Labour/Le Travail (St. John's) 39 (Spring 1996): 225-240.

Palmquist, Robert F, “Mining, Keno, and the Law: The Tombstone Careers of Bob Winders, Carley Smith, and Fred Dodge, 1879-1888." Journal af
Arizona History 38, no, 2 (Summer 1997); 135-154,

Peacock, Shane, "The Big Leagues in the Northern Bush.” Beaver: Exploring Canada’s Hisrory 78, no. 1 (February 1998): 20-27. [Ontario Canada silver
rush made birth of professional hockey possible. ]

Peterson, Richard H. "James Marshall: California’s Gold Discoverer. " WWW.thehistorynet.com, beginning the week of 11 November 1997,
Peterson, Richard H. "JTumes W. Marshall: From Opportunity to Poverty.” Gold and Treasure Hunter 10 (September/October 1997): 24-25.

Peterson, Richard H. "Gold! The Rush for Califormia Riches.” Wild Wesz 10 (Decamber 1997): 50-55, 93-64.

M
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Phelan, Craig. "The Making of a Labor Leader: John Mitchell and the Anthracite Strike of 1919." Pennsylvania History 63, no. 1 (1998): 53-77.
Phillips, Jeff. "Into the Heart of the Kiondike.” Surser 200, no. 1 (January 1998): 64-67.

Pierce, I. Kingston. "River of Gold: The Impact of the Klondike Gold Rush on the Pacific Northwest.” Cofumbia 11 (Swmmer 1997).

"The Price of Gold." American Heritage 49, no. 1 (February 1998); 48-52. [Letters by prospector Olney Thayer]

Proshan, Chester Jay, "Eastern European Jewish Immigrants and Their Children on the Minnesota Iron Range, 18905-1980s,” Ph,D, diss., University of
Minnesota, 1998, =

Proulx, Michele Lorraine. "The Uranium Mining Indusiry of the Bancroft [Ontatio) Area: An Environmental History and Heritage Assessment.” M, A.
thesis, Trent University, 1997,

Raines, Ed. "Colorado Gold: The Discovery, Mining History, Geology, and Specimen Mineralogy of Selected Occurrences in the Front Range.” Rocks and
Minerals Part 1: 72, no. 4 (July 1997); Part 2: 72, no. 5 (September 1997).

Reinhardt, Richard. " All That Glittered.” American Heritage 49, no, 1 (February/March 1998): 42-54, [California Gold Rush)
Rubyan-Ling, Saronne, "The Michigan Copper Strike of 1913." History Today 48, no. 3 (March 1998): 47-52,

Safford, Jeffrey J. "'Bated by a "Color” of Gold to a Mountsin of Granite': Connecticut Capital at Work in the Montana Goldfields, 1865-1868." Part TT
Monigna 47, no, 3 (Autumn 1997): 34-45,

Samson, Daniel Joseph. "Industry and Improvement: State and Class Formations in Nova Scotia’s Coal-Ming Countryside, 1790-1864." Ph.D. diss.,
Queen's University at Kingston (Canada), 1997.

Scott, Shaunna L. *Dead Work: The Construction and Reconstruction of the Harlan Miners Monument." Cualitarive Sociology 19 {1996): 365-394.
Sewell, Steven L. "Painted Red; The Coal Strike of 1919." Chronicles of Oldahoma 15, no. 2 (Summer 1997): 160-181,

Smith, Duane A.""Where a Bird Could Hardly Obtain a Footing:' George Armstrong Custer and the Stevens Mine [Clear Creek County).” Colorado
Heritage (Spring 1997): 25-37.

Smith, Duane A, "'Ever Optimistic:’ Animas Forks, Colorado.” Journal of the West 36, no. 4 {October 1997): 61-73.

Stein, Stanley. "Tending the Store: Trade and Silver at the Ral de Huautla [Mexico], 1778-1781." Hispanic Amerivan Historical Review T7, no. 3 (Aungust
1997): 377-407.

Steinbachs, John, "Yukon's Mining Industry.” Alaska Geographic 25, no. 2 (1998); 68-79,

Stofer, Paula E. "An Examination of the Socio-Cultural Roles of Boardinghouses and the Boarding Experience on the Michigan Mining Froutier, 1840-
1930." Ph.D. diss., Michigan State University, 1997.
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Book Reviews

Liping Zhu, A Chinaman’s Chance: The
Chinese On The Rocky Mountain Mining
Frontier (Niwot: University Press of
Colorade, 1997), 220 pp., illus., bibl.,
index.

Althoughoverwhelmingly Buroamerican,
the residents of Idaho City, Idaho, an
isolated community in the Boise Basin,
annually celebrate the Chinese New
Year. This unusual occurrence has its
origins in the early history of Idaho and
the Boise Basin -- a history recounted in
A Chinaman’s Chance. As aresult, the
title® of the book is misleading. It is
really a study of just a small part of the
Rocky Mountain mining frontier, the
Boise Basin, with little or no comparison
to the Chinese experience in the rest of
Idaho or the remainder of the Rocky
Mountain West. A more appropriate
title would have been "The Chinese in
the Boise Basin: A Case Study of
Ethnicity on the Rocky Mountain Mining
Frontier".

In Chapter 1, "From Canton to
Idaho," Zhu examines the long tradition
of Chinese overseas migration, the push-
pull factors of Chinese migration to the
American West, the types of immigrants,
the means of passage to California, the
diffusion from California to Idaho, etc.

Generally this chapter is well written and -

interesting, but most of the information
is covered in detail elsewhere and some
parts, especially the extended discussion
of Chinese migration before 1848, seem
superfluous. Moreover, 1 would be
leery of accepting as fact that Chinese
discovered and mined gold in the Boise
Basin in 1856 (p.28) based only on the
uncorroborated recollections of a 94
year-old man. The author states “for
unknown reasons, few Chinese
participated in the early rush to the Boise
Basin” (p.28). Yet a number of period
newspapers (Dallas Mountaineer, 24
November 1865, Folsom Telegraph, 11
December 1863, etc.) contended that
because of prejudice Chinese were not
allowed to purchase claims until 1865.

In Chapter 2, "Basin of Gold," Zhu
describes the physical environment of the
Boise Basin, the discovery of gold and
the resultant rush, the arrival of the first
Chinese, the development of Idaho City,
the changes in white-Chinese population
with time, ete, His analysis of the
interplay of factors that caused white
out-migration and Chinese in-migration
is especially well done. It should be
noted, however, that the discovery of
gold in places like Lemhi also drew off
some of the Chinese population (Capital
Chronicle, 22 September 1869). The
author probably should have offered a
cautionary note about unqualified
acceptance of census population figures.
Because of their fear of government
officials, their considerable mobility, and
their location in often remote and
isolated mining areas, the census
probably under enumerated Chinese
miners.

Chapter 3, "Life in the Rockies,"
includes an examination of the Chinese
standard of living, dwellings, household
furnishings, material possessions, dress,
diet, health and medical care, leisure
activities and family life, and often
compares and contrasts them with that of
Euroamericans, and Chinese in China.
He convincingly argues that "by many
standards, most Chinese lived well,
enjoying a salubrious climate, a
nutritious diet, spacious living
accommodations, adequate clothing and
effective medical care” (p65). Indeed, in
some ways, e.g. diet, the Chinese
standard of living proved far superior to
the average Anglo-American miner in
the Boise Basin.  Although probably
representative of scenes in the Boise
Basin, the photo on page 84 actually is
of De Lamar, Idaho.

Chapter 5, "The Quest for Riches,"
primarily deals with the Chinese
involvement in mining, including their
technology, acquisition of claims, role as
mining laborers, construction of water
sysiems for mining, etc. While
emphasizing their place in mining, Zhu
adequately sketches their roles as
farmers, merchants, laundrymen, cooks,

and women as prostitutes. Except for
politics and law, the Chinese entered all
other economic fields and professions.
Indecd, in 1880, they found
employment in twenty eight different
occupations. Especially interesting is
Zhw'’s comparison of wages of Chinese
common laborers to that of white
laborers in various types of mining and
manufacturing in others parts of the
United States (pp.122-23). In the late
1880s, Chinese mine laborers in the
Boise Basin earned $2.25 to 2.50 a day,
while white laborers in coal and iron
mines and factory workers in the eastern
United States earned half as much. A
few more detailed examples. of Chinese
mining ventures in the Boise Basin
would have strengthened this chapter
The statement that in California, Chinese
miners were the first to improve rockers
and that these improved rockers were
immediately adopted by all western
miners mneeds elaboration and
documentation. The modifications of
sluicing described on p. 107 were
devised specifically to overcome
problems at Gold Canyon, Nevada. 1
know of no- evidence, documentary or
otherwise, that the Chinese employed
these innovations in the Boise Basin.

In Chapter 5, "Violence And
Justice," Zhu dispels the traditional
portrayal of the Chinese as only victims,
and argues that on the Idaho frontier, the
Chinese embraced both Western justice
and Western violence and at different
times the Chinese were victors, victims,
and villains. An especially noteworthy,
if not unexpected, finding is that when
the Chinese turned to legal means to
redress injustice, and they often did, the
local courts served them relatively well
and equitably. The sheer size of the
Chinese population, the Chinese
economic importance in the Boise Basin,
a few pro-Chinese rights whites, were
among the factors that provided the
Chinese with relatively equitable justice.

In Chapter 6, "Different But
Equal,” Zhu describes how mutual
ignorance initially fueled antagonism and
discrimination between Euroamericans
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and Chinese. Eventually daily contact
resulted in "a certain egalitarianism," "if
not cultural melding.” He demonstrates
how mining transactions, business
associations, supply purchases, social
gatherings, cooperative ventures, and
special events "encouraged tolerant- even
respectful- coexistence.” Zhu provides
considerable evidence that this was true
especially by the 1890s. His analysis of
the local newspaper, which disclosed
that nearly all derogatory names or
terms, such as heathen and Chinamen for
the Chinese, had disappeared by the
1890s, is especially convincing.

Zhu's final chapter, "Exodus,"
discusses how the changing nature of
mining resulted in dwindling
opportunities for the Chinese and
coupled with the effects of the Chinese
Exclusion Act of 1882, a skewed
Chinese sex ratio, the natural attrition of
an aging population and state laws in
1891 and 1897 caused the Chinese to
gradually leave the Boise Basin, and by
1910 most were gone. His use of
vignettes in this chapter is particularly
evocative.

The few aforementioned problems,
most of them minor, does not detract
from the overall quality of this book. It
is generally a well balanced account of
the Chinese. Zhu not only described
their attributes but their frailties. The

book is very well written, and easy and .

enjoyable to read. The illustrations
include simple, but well executed and
visually effective maps, and over a dozen
photographs, a number of them not
previously published. The author made
use of a wide variety of sources; his use
of Chinese language sources is especially
noteworthy.

In several ways, Zhu breaks new
ground and offers new interpretations of
the Chinese experience in the mining
West. The popular perception of that
experience  emphasizes exploitation,
injustice, violence, and prejudice. Zhu's
work on the Boise Basin shows that
although the Chinese cndured some
hardships, they had more than the
proverbial Chinaman’s chance. At least

in the Boise Basin, victimization,
unhappiness and oppression were not
predominant. Rather than simply just
victims, the Chinese played all the
frontier roles -- victim, villains, and
victors. In the Boise Basin, the Chinese
experienced mainly tolerance,
coexistence, and peace. "Their search
for economic well-being is as much a
story of perseverance and triumph as that
of any other group on the American
frontier.”

Randall Rohe
Waukesha, Wisconsin

Ronald T. Bailey, Frozen in Silver: The
Life and Frontier Photography of P. E.
Larson (Athens; Ohio University
Press/Swallow Press, 1998) 287 pp.
bib., notes, illustrations. $44.95 cloth,
$24.95 paperback.

To chronicle the life of an "ordinary man
who lived during extraordinary times" is
the purpose of author Ronald T. Bailey.
The ordinary man is Bailey’s relative,
prototypically taciturn Swedish
immigrant Per Edward Larss, later
changed to Larson (1863-1941). The
extraordinary times are the last two great
gold rushes in the West, the Klondike
and Goldfield, Nevada. As a field
photographer whose chosen subject was
men at work settling the frontier and
whose own work was commercial
photography as a small business, Larson
chronicled both.

The Klondike and Goldfield rushes
can best be understood through other --
and better --books devoted to them. The
heart of this book is the Larson photos,
more than 150 of them. They vary in
quality from dimness to so much clarity
that every tiny face in a large group can
be distinguished.  Although Larson
lacked Artistic pretensions, such photos
as "Canyon, Dyea Trail” attain a high
level of artistry, and the Chilkoot Pass
photos of black figures trailing ant-like
through the snow are probably the most
stunning gold rush photos ever taken.

Bailey is at his best in his

knowledgeable discussions of Larson’s
photographic techniques and the context
of the images. Every feature in each
photo is minutely described, although
readers without a magnifiecr will barely
be able to see items that must have been
readily visible to the author on larger
prints. Neediess to say, these
expositions on the photos bring the
narrative of Larson's life to frequent
stops, but mining historians, at least, will
find them of considerable interest. Ohio
University Press is to be congratulated
for producing a book that is so lavishly
illustrated for an affordable price.

Sally Zanjani
Reno, Nevada

Bernd and Hilla Becher, Mineheads
(Cambridge, Mass.: MIT Press, 1997).

Mineheads contains 190 7"x9" black and
white photographs of mine headframes
from Germany, France, the British Isles,
and the Eastern United States. Each
photograph was taken under overcast
skies and in as nearly the same context
as possible to enable the viewer to
compare each. Construction types vary:
cast iron, steel, brick, concrete and
wood headframes. The latter are
representative of the Appalachian region.

The brief text provides insights on
how the mineheads functioned, though
more information is needed -- such as
depth of shaft and weights of load. The
most different from my perspective were
the massive brick masonry "Malokov”
structures of the Ruhr coalfields. The
authors explain their inefficiency and
vulnerability to vibrations, and their steel
replacements.

Each plate identifies the mine, area,
and date of photograph. The Bechers,
both professors at the Academy of Art,
Dusseldorf, are accomplished
photographers. The images are well
reproduced. The book makes a
wonderful addition to mining history.

Ed Hunter
Victor, Colorado
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Historic Preservation

The Comstock Archeology Center,
which conducts archeological work in
Virginia City, Nevada, has begun its
fund raiser to build a home, which will
include a lab, offices, and museum space
for the Virginia & Truckee Railroad
locomotive #27. The building will be
located near the former yards in Virginia
City and the design follows the original
V&T railroad car shed. The center has
raised half of the needed $500,000 for
the facility. Several fund raisers are
underway, including the raffling of
phetographs by Al  Sier. His
photographs are on exhibit, titled All
That’s Left - Ghost Towns and Historical
Sites, which covers the well-known and
little-known places of Nevada. Interested
donors should 'contact Ron James,
Nevada State Historic Preservation
Officer, 100 North Stewart Street,
Carson City, NV 89701-4285.

From The Archives

The California Division of Mines and
Geology has just released their first CD-
ROM entitled: California Gold Mines, A
Sesquicentennial Photograph Collection
(DMG CD 98-001). This is a collection
of 300 black and white gold mining
photos; they can be imported into a
photo editing program or text file as well
as be viewed on your monitor. The disk
is available for $15 from the State of
California, Dept of Conservation,
Division of Mines and Geology, 801 K
St., MS 14-33, Sacramento, CA 95814-
3532 or call 916-445-5716.

Thanks to Art
Mark and Karen Vendl presented the

new Mining History Association
membership brochure at Bisbee, Thanks

~to them for text work and Art Williams

for his graphic and design skills.

Book Notes

Richard Peterson is offering copies of his
Bonanza Rich: Lifestyles of the Western
Mining Entrepreneurs (Moscow:
University of Idaho, 1991) to members
of the Mining History Association. The
book is a sequel to his The Bonanza
Kings and discusses the tastes,
acquisitiveness, and social values of the
West’s millionaire mine owners and their
families. For copies send $13 check or
money order (postage included) for the
cloth volume to Richard H. Peterson,
Ph.D., 7956 Lake Adlon Dr., San
Diego, CA 92119-3117.

George Leaming's exquisite 34 page
pamphlet on Mining in Bisbee is now
available. It contains color graphics,
historic photos, maps, charts and a quick
history. For copies write Free Geos
Library, P. O. Box 637, Marana,
Arizona 85653.

Mining History Association
Post Office Box 150300
Denver, Colorado 80215



