
Experiencing Butte. Where Landscape
and Historv Converce-

Have you ever thought about the
messages that are conveyed bv mining
landscapes? Say you are driving into
Butte. Montana. where MHA will hold
its armual meeting this June. To gct
there, you may traverse milcs of rural
landscapcs rnarkcd hy larnr ing.  grazruc.
and timberlarrds. Then, as you near
Butte and other n'rining towns in its
irnmediate vicinity, the landscape
changcs. Here and there, piles of rock
stand like bare hil ls, lhcre are deep
gashes and pits in the land, and densely-
scttled towns cluster in the shadow of
headframes and mine buildings. Even if
you f1y into Butte, as many of us wil l, a
look out the plane window will revcal
striking changes as you near the city. As
the plane nears Butte, the tbrested
landscape of Central Montana yields to
pockmarked topography like the Berkeley
Pit 's stcep-sided crater. Soon, as you
continue looking down for inspiration, a
densely settled city clinging to hil lsides
comes into view. You are about to
arrive in an anomaly, an ethnic industrial
enclave that sprouted like a mushroom in
God's country.

When Montana comes to mind, most
people think of Big Sky, open cattle
ranges, and pristine mountain ranges.
Although an entire region like "Big Sky
Country" may have its own character in
the popular mind, mining landscapes
present something different. Towns like
Butte have a character all their own even
thoush thev have distant relatives that

look a lot like them. From South Dakota
to South Africa, mining communities like
Butte possess a similar enough signature
for them to be branded immediately as
"rnining country. " Thus it is that Butte is
closer in appearancc to Tonopah,
Nevada, or Bisbee, Arizona, than it is to
nearby Livingston and Missoula. As
rnining historians, we know and love
thcsc rnining communitics where history
is tound not only in docurnents but also
in the landscape and in the faces of
pcoplc rvho l ivc hcre . Although rninrng is
a relatively rcccnt shaper of landscapes
hke those we'l l experience in Butte,
recall these words l iom the Book of Job
in the Old Testamcnt - that the miner
"overturns mountains by the roots, "
"cuts out channels in thc rocks," and
"binds up the streams so that they do not
trickle. " He could have been writ ins
about Butte.

In Montana we wil l experience a wide
range of mining landscapes as part of the
MHA meeting. Butte seeurs solid, dare
I say permanent, today -- but it was once
a boomtown where placer gold mining
Iured the hopeful beibrc copper became
king. One of our MHA tours wil l take
us to Virginia City, Montana, where the
state historical society and others are
actively engaged in effbrts to preserve a
classic mining boomtown that went bust
befbre it became a regional center like
Butte. I"d venture to say that when most
people th ink o l 'a  western min ing town,
they think more of nearby Virginia City,
with its boomtown look, than Butte.
Here in Virginia City, the landscape - or
perhaps streetscape is a better term --

conveys a sense of energy as false tiont
facades and signs crowd out each other.
For those who will stay closer to Butte,
some features of a boomtown are visible
in Hell Roarin' Gulch, a simulated
mining boomtown featuring some
restored and some simulated buildings.
Hell Roarin' Gulch is part historic vil lage
and part then're park, and is worth
vrsitrng as it reveals those elements of
place that are selected to convey lmages
about the past. I have always t'elt that we
need to know more about, and
appreciate, such themed places.

In Butte itself. we wil l see classic
examples of mining landscapes and tour
historic mines. As we move around the
city, we'l l be reminded that this locale
that NEVER would have seen so much
activity, and become home to so many
people, had it not been for mining. I 've
been to Butte on several occasions, but I
return whenever I have the chance
because I learn something new every



time I visit. In Butte you will experience

a mature mining communitY whose

landscape shows evidence of investment
and permanence. That is apparent in the

many solid brick buildings and the
ponderous mining infrastructure there.
When you are in Butte, you find yourself

in one representative of mature towns
fiorn Johannesburg in the South Atiican
Rand to Broken Hil l in New South

Wales, Australia. The names of those

exot ic  corr lmuni t ics resonatc wi th nt in ing

history, as does Butte. Mention the

name Butte (or Kimberly, or Bisbee) to a

miner and an image wil l take fbrm; that

image will inciude f-eatures created by

both corporate wealth and miners' hard

work.  Thcsc min ing cenlers are o l len

the sites of rich rrining history that

contains many contrasts -- people of

many diff-erent races and cultures;

conflict between managenlent and labor;

ongoing tension betwccn the temporary
(quick gain and rapid wealth) and

permanent (enduring colnmunity lif'e and

the raising cf families). That is part ol

the edgy charm of placcs l ike Butte.
In But te as in  manY communi t ies

where rnining was "here to stay," a

school of mincs develoPed. The

Montana School of Mines at Montana
Tech is a case in point. It sits on a hil l

at the edge of downtown Butte and is

the place where generations of miners

learned the technical aspects of mining

and metallurgy. Although these mining

schools have often changed in character

to accommodate non-mining curriculum,

they ofien f-eature historic facilities that

resonate with mining history, including

collections of rocks, minerals, and ores;

historic exhibits; and collections of maps.

We are fortunate that a good portion of

our meeting will be held at Montana

Tech, for it is steeped in mining history.

In that regard, it reminds me of the

taciiities at Michigan Tech in Houghton,
or the Missouri School of Mines in

Rolla, or the University of Texas at El

Paso. I look forward to seeing all of you

in Butte, where the landscape is an open
book, and where mining's Past and

mining history's future converge.

Minins H

Richard Francaviglia
University of Texas-Arlington

Butte. June 14-17. 2001

The conf-erence begins ThursdaY

atlernoon, June 14th, with earlY

registration at the Fenlin Hotel lobby in
"Upto$'n" Butte's historic district. In the

evening ARCO will sponsor the

u,clcoming reception to be held at thc

historic Mill Building on the campus of

Mor.rtana Tech.
Sessions rvil l  be heid in the Montana

Tech Library Auditorium Friday and

Saturday. A Friday afiernoon tour of the

Anselmo mine fbllows. Our Awards

Banquet will convene at the Ramada Inn,
"downtown. " We have as our banquet

speakcr Montana native and dean of

mining history Clark C. SPence,
prof'essor cmeritus, University of I l l inois

at Urbana-Champaign. The Presidential

luncheon, Saturday, wil l be held at the

Montana Tech student unton.
Saturday, atier the sessions, we rvil l

have two alier hours events. Butte is

known tbr rts pubs and ethnic

ncighborhoods. We will convene in the

lobby of the historic Finlen house ibr a

pub crawl dorvntown.
That evening too we wil i hold two

alter dinner cvents in the grand hall at

the Finlen. Robert Sorgenfrie'

Archivist, Colorado School of Mines,

wil l present on the Best of the Mining

Technical Books, historic and otherwise.

Ron Limbaugh will fbllow with a "what

is it" open discussion on mine machinery

or whatever lbund at mining sites. Bring

your questions and slides of puzzling

equipment. Ron will have a quiz with

prize (supplied by MHA, small enough

for one's luggage).
Sunday we have three optional all day

tours. Tour 1, led bY Mr. Industrial

Archeology, Fred Quivick will visit the

industrial sites of historic Butte and

Anaconda. Tour 2, led bY Forest

Service archeologrst Mary Williams will

tour  the htgh country min ing st tes '

including the Charter Oak mill. Tour 3,

coordinated by Bob Spude will tbllow the

gold rush trails to Bannack, a ghost town
now state park, and Virginia City, one-
time placer gold camp and territorial
capital.

Thanks. Anyone who has organized a

conference knows there are many hands
that help. Mary Williams of the Forest

Service proposed the conference and
tbllowed through with much support

from a Local Arrangements Committec:
Ellen Crain, Ann Gilmore, Connie
K e n n e y ,  B a r b  K o r n e t ,  M a r Y

McCormick, Dori Skrukrud.

Butte Hotels

We will not have a conf-erence hotel.

Events will occur primarily at Montana
Tech, except the historic Finlen Hotel

downtown and the Ramada Inn will be

venues fbr registration, banquet, and

atier hours. Both have oft-ered good

rates if you mention the MHA

cont'erence. We also suggest the

tbllowing:
Finlen Hotel, 800-729-5461, 406-123-

5461;  $38 to $50
Ramada Inn, 800-332-8600; 406-494-

7666;  $59
Copper King Mansion B & B; 406-182-

7580;  $55-$95
Scott Inn B&B; 800-84 4-2952; 406-123-

7030; special rates if all 7 rooms taken

by MHAers.
There are many chain hotels; see

www.butteinfo.org; call 406-723-3177

The Mining History Association
Newsletter

Denver, Colorado

Distributed to association members;

membership is open to all interested in

the history of mining. Dues are $25
per year. Please send dues to MHA,

Post Office Box 150300, Denver,

Colorado 80215.

Submissions for publication in the

newsletter are welcome. Write to

Robert L. Spude, Editor.



Butte Prosram. June 14-17.2001
Thursday, June l, l
3-5 Registration at Finlen Hotel
3-5 Open House, World Museum of Mining
5-7 Welcoming Reception, Montana Tech's Mill Building and Mineral Museum, hosted by ARCO

Friday, June l5 All Sessions at Montana Tech Library Auditorium
7-8 am MHA Journal editorial board breakfast, at Montana'lech Student Union
8 to I l:30 am. Registration, Library Auditoriurn, Montana Tech
8:30-9:45, "Butte", chair tb4 Jarnes S. Knowlson and Art Montana, "The Final Days of Butte as a Major Mining Camp", James D. Sells,
Tucson, Arizona "The Rise and Demise of the Anaconda Company". Pat Kennelly, Bufte, Montana, "Butte Mining District, Montana: Combining
Special Infbrmation fiorn Past and Present with Geographic Information Systems"

9:45- l  l :00 ?t t l ,  "Copper Connect ions.  Frorn l re land to Michigan and Montana" Er ick Norclberg,  chair .  Michigan Tech,  John Morr is .
Geologrcal  Survey of  l re land.  "The Al l ih ies Story.  Copper Boom to Enr igrat ion",  Wi l l iam H. Mul l igan.  Murray State Univers i ty ,  " l r ish Miners in
the Michigan Country: New l-lotne or Way Station on the Way West"; Des Cowman, County Waterford, Ireland, "The Big-wheelers: From
Bunmahon to But te"

I  I  :O0-Noon &lTl-  "Mining Si te Preservat ion",  chair  tba,  . le lT Saffbrd,  Montana State Untvers i ty .  Bozeman, Montana, "Alder Gulch Mining
IJ istory:  Histor ic  Rcsource Managenrent  by the Montana I ler i tage Conrmission,  Vr ig in ia Ci ty" ,  G. J.  Drerv,  South Austra l ia.  "Broken Hi l l  -  The
Richest  Lode. History and Fler i tage lnterpretat ion", . lef f rey Pecka,  Centennial .  Colorado,  "Gold Hi l l :  Colorado's Fi rst  Mining Distr ic t ,  A
Preservation Opportunity on the Brink?"

Noon-l:30 Pasly Lunch and IntrodLrction to Afternoon Tour of Butte, Mark Reevis, Butte Preservation officer.
1:30 - 4:30 Tour: Anselmo Mine, Buffe neighborhoods, and possible underground tour
4:30-5:30 MI{A business meeting Ramada Inn Copper King
6:00-8:00 pm, Reception and Awards Banquet at Rarnada Inn Coppcr King, Speaker: Clark C. Spence, Professor
Enteritus, Universiry of I l l inois at Urban-Champaign, "Reflections on 50 Years of Mining I I istory"

Saturday,  June l6 Al l  Sessions at  Montana' [ech [ , ibrary Audi tor ium
8 am to Noon Registralion at Montana 1-cch l-ibrary Auditoriurn
8 : 0 0 - 9 : l 5 . . l , I 1 e ' D c a t | r a n d I - a b o r , ' . c I r a i r t b a . C a t h i e c n N t t r m a t l . [ - a k e r v o o c l . C ] o | o r a t l o . , ' C . o a | C i a m p s
[.1tdging in Lalayct te,  Colorado 1890-1940." ;  I loward Morr is ,  St  Paul ,  Mir)nesota,  "But lc 's  1917 Cirani te Mourr ta in/Speculator  Mine Disaster" ,
I 'h i l ip . l .  lV lc l l inger,  "Asian Miners in White Unions:  Was I t  Al t rLr isnr  or  Expediency"

9:15-10:30,  "Mining I 'eople" chair  tba.  Ceorge A.  Wheelc lon.  "J.  Ross Browne, the First  [J .  S.  Mining Comnriss ioner,  or  Chronic les of  the
lJ lumate l ' ravel  Wri ter" ;  . iudy Dykman, Sal t  l .ake Ci t . / ,  iJ tah,  "Utah's Si lvcr  Queen, Suzanne Egcra tsranslbrd Emery l lo lmes Delr tch
Engal i tchcf l ' ' l 'e ter  L.  Sicnrs,  Moscow, Idaho. "Arr  Engrneer 's  Notc-Book on the Custer  and Yel lorv Jackct  Mincs.  Idaho. 1879-1882."
l0:30-Noon "Rcl)ect ing on l .abor 's  Past .  A RoLrncj lablc on the t l is tor iography ol 'Mining l -abor I I is tory."  . lerenry Mouat .  chair ,  El izabeth
Janieson. Inrper ia l  Or l - l . incoln McKay Chair  of  Anter ican StLrdies,  LJnivers i ty  o1'Calgary.  Laur je K.  Mercier ,  Assistant  Prol 'essor ot 'History.
Washington State lJnivers i ty , . lercmy lv louat .  Associate I ' rofessor o l ' f l is tory.  Athabasca Univcrsr ty:  . lanres McBric le.  Ar izona State Univers i ty
Noon-1:30 President's Lunch at Montana Tech Student Union, Richard Francaviglia, "lnto the Crucible: Mining's
Cultural Legacy in the Intermountain West."
1:30-2:45 pm "Mining Si les Transfbrrncd:  Environnrcnt ,  L.andscape, and Conrmuni ty" ,  Duane Srni th,  chair ;  Chr istopher Huggard,  "Bio logical
Versus Ct- t l tural  Prcscrvat ion.  The Case o1'Mining Si tes rv i th in Organ Pipe Catus Nat ional  Monument" ,  Er ic Clements,  Southeast  Missour i  State
lJnrvers i ty ,  "Black I larvk 's . lackpot  Decade: A Metanrorphis in Three Acts" .  David Wolf f ,  Black Hi l ls  State Univers i ty ,  "Out of  Hardrock and
Into Dir t :  The Coal  Mrnes of  Southern Wyoming"

2:45-4:30 pm "Technology and Inverr t ion: .  chair  tba.  Ed l lunter .  Victor .  Colorado,  "Dredging Thaw Fields of  the Far North" ;  Mark
l -angenf 'e ld,  Madison,  Wisconsin,  "Old Mines ancl  Nerv Scrence.  l lorv Nl in ins Historv (and Serendipi t l )  Tr iggcrcd Recent Breakthroughs in
Microbio logy".  Edmond G. Deal .  Montana l 'ech.  But tc.  "Frasch Sul f 'er  Mining.  A l rventreth Century Phenomenon" Robert  f rennert .  Ar izona
State Univers i ty-  "Aer ia l  Tranrrvays. ' '

4 :30-5:30 pm "Gold Rushes",  chair  tba.  Andre$ F Stroucl .  Vi rg in ia Ci ty.  Nevacla.  " ' the Gold Rush Per iod i r r  Burre.  Monrana. 1864-1874.
Daniel  Hart ,  Reno, Nevat la,  "Reasons 1br the Incredib le [ i ise and Fal l  of  the Mcadorv l .ake (Excels ior)  Minrng Distr ic t .  Cal i fbrnia.  A Look at  the
Role of  Mining Infrastructure and Medra in Mining Booms":  Patnck R Chapin.  LJnivers i ty  of  Mani toba,  "Mine Speculat ion Dur ing Carrada's
Golden Age, I  890s-1900s"

5:45 Pub Crawl with Ellen Crain, Butte-Silver Bow Archives, start at Finlen Hotel
7:30 Evening Speaker, at Finlen Hotel, Roberl Sorgenfrei, Colorado School of Mines, Golden, "What are the Ten Top
Books on Mining Technique and Practice?"; Ron Limbaugh, Stockton, California, "What is that?" mining machinery
s l ide show open d iscussion,  guessing game. Br ing your  s l ides.

Sunday June 17, Tours leave from Montana Tech Library parking lot
l 'our l) Industrial Butte-Anaconda with Fred Quivick
Tour 2) High Country Mining, Charler Oak Mill, with Mary Will iams
Tour 3) Montana Gold Rush, Bannack-Virginia City, Bob Spude coordinator



Events:

Thursday:
Registration at Finlen Hotel
Reception at Mill Building

Montana Tech

Friday:
Sessions at Montana Tech

Auditorium
Banquet at Ramada

Saturday:
Sessions at Montana Tech

Auditorium
Eve Events at Finlen Hotel

Sunday:
Tours depart from Montana

Tech

12 Acres of Outdoor and Indoor
Displays in a True Mining Atmosphere
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Stay with us, and find yourself on the
doorstep of the great Butte adventure!

to exploring the historic
features of one of the
most remarkable and
robust mining camps

of the West.
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Tours

Fr iday,  June 15:
On Friday afiernoon the lblks of Butte
have organized a tour of the Anselmo
mine and the surrounding area. There
may be an opportuni ly  to  go
underground. So, if you have your own
equiprnent please bring it along. If you
pret'er staying above ground, there wil l
be an optional tour of the ncighborhoods
and the social l i f 'e of Butte.

Sunday, June l7:
On Sunday we will have three optional
tours. Each will depart liom the Lrbrary
parking lot at Montana Tech at 8:00 a.m.
and return by dinner time. Each tour is
very dift-erent tiom the other. Please
sign up as soon as possible since
numbers may be l imited.

Tour l: Industrial Butte-Anaconda
Frad Quivick, past president of SIA, and
the fblks of Butte have organized a tour
of the industrial reinains of the copper
giant. The tour wil l includes prominent
mining, mill ing and smelting sites in
Butte and Anaconda. A box lunch wil l
be provided.
Tour 2: High Country Mining
Forest Service archeologist Mary
Will iams has organizcd a tour of mining
sites within the fbrest, especially the
Charter Oaks mill, a standing plant f iom
the early twentreth century. 

'I'he 
tour

wil l stop briefly in Anaconda then head
up through the Deer Lodge Valley then
into the high country. A box lunch will
be provided
Tour 3: Montana Gold Rush
Bannack and Virginia City rvere two of
the biggest placer gold strikes in the
Rockies. This tour wil l visit the two
former gold camps, one now a state park
and the other a place under restoration by
the state's Montana Historic Preservation
Commission. This tour wil l operate
differently; participants wil l caravan in
their own vehicle; expect four hours loop
driving time. Lunch wil l be on your own
at a Virginia City caf6. Bob Spude
coordinator.
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_ Vtinine History News

Editor Needed

Afier a decade or more of compiling
Mining History News, the editor is
stepping down. The MHA is in need of
a volunteer to take on the task of
compiling and mailing the Mining
History ly'ews fbur times a year. The
volunteer should have their own
computer, some writ ing/editing skil ls,
and time to donate, approximately tbur
weekends per year. The MHA
newsletter is the organization's record of
events, rnethod of announcing elections
and dues, and the registration packet fbr
the annual conf'erence. The editor works
with the president to ensure a president's
page is inserted, other ottlcers who
donate pieces, and, especially, thc
treasurer, Denver office coordinator,
membership chair, and MHA secretary.
If interested please contact Bob Spucle at
Spudes@r.nsn.corn or 2 Alcalde Road,
Santa Fe, NM 87505.

Australians Meet

Mel Davies of the Australian Mining
History Association writes that the group
wi l l  nreet  Kalgoor l ie ,  September 24-8,
not Adelaide as mentioned in the last
newsletter. The Australian MHA is a
very active organization with members
interested in and active in the U. S.
MHA as well. Expect to see at least one
of our tiiends fiom Down Under at our
annual  meet ings;  and expect  a
representative to show up at Butte. The
history of  comparat ive copper min ing
regions is the topic of the paper of Greg
Drew tiom New South Wales.

TICCIH Meet

Init ial plans lbr a.joint meeting or tanden
meetir.rg with the minir.rg hrstory sub
branch ol'TICCIH havc had to be cance I
lbr various reasons.

Request lbr Help

Sandy Wilbur writes that she is following
the career of Will iam Bradfbrd Crane
through the mining regions of Nevada -

Eureka, Virginia City, and Esmeralda -

Silver City, Idaho, Baker, Oregon and
Copper City, California. She has
original letters sent by Crane and is
trying to put them in context, ca. 1860-
1880. She wishes to correspond with
other researchers who might provide
light on these mining regions and the
personalit ies. She is wil l ing to share the
contents of Crane's letters with other
researchers. Her primary goal is to
compile a history of the McCully-Crane
ventures in the West (besides mining they
operated steamboats on the Columbia and
ranged cattle in eastern Oregon. She can

" . b e  r e a c h e d  b y  e : m a i l  a t :
symbios@rx.  netcom. com

Mining History Association
Post Otfice Box 150300
Denver, Colorado 80215

i . n ' : r n - : : i ' - i  : ' 1


