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Tonopah Centennial

This June Mining History Association
members will have their first -- and
possib ly  thei r  only  - -  opportuni ty  to
convene at the centennial of a major
mining rush. Tonopah is celebrating the
date one hundred years ago when Jim
Butler took some samples of silver ore at
this desert site. Three months later,
after Jim's wife Belle finally got her
procrastinating husband into motion, the
couple staked their claims. Belle, a
prcspectcr in frer os,'1 right. forrnd the
richest one, the Mizpah.

Since the decline of the Comstock
twenty years earlier, Nevada had slid
ever deeper into depression and
depopulation. This new discovery ignited
a mining boom that turned her rags to
riches. Goldfield, Manhattan, and many
other excitements followed. The
population of the state doubled within a
decade.

Although much has been lost, many
remnants of the glory days remain for us
to see, preserved at the Tonopah Mining
Park and the Central Nevada Museum.
Central Nevada Historical Society
president Bill Metscher will lead a
walking tour of Goldfield and show us
sites such as the jail, the bottle house,
and the Goldfield Hotel, as well as the
locations of such bygone attractions as
"Hop Fiends' Gulch" and the notorious
red light district. Lane Griffen will point
out famous mining sites in the Golden
Horseshoe.

Back in Tonopah on Saturday, Stan
Paher will treat us to a slide show on old

mining camps in the region and lead us
to some of them on his Sunday tour.

Those lacking four wheel drive
vehicles wil l have an opportunity to join

the bus tour of the Round Mountain gold
mine. Sunday tours will meet in the old
mining camp of Belmont to enjoy a box
lunch and view the old mill, the
courthouse where frontiersman Jack
Longstreet stood trial and Charles
Manson scrawled his name, and the
crumbling Cosmopolitan Saloon.

Of course, as always, the heart of the
conference will be the sessions. oacked
with a rich variety of speakers on mining
topics from central Nevada and nearby
Death Valley to distant Kazakhstan.
You'll hear from famous names like
David Myrick and future famous names.
You'll see a film on Death Valley mule
teams and get the lowdown on mining
scams. Don't miss what promises to be
a great meeting in Tonopah.

Quick Reads

In response to a request for a book to
quickly read about Tonopah, we offer
the following: for a 15 minute read see
Stan Paher's large format, illustrated
pamphlet Tonopah, Silver Camp of
Nevada (Nevada Publications); for an
hour or so read see Robert McCracken's
75 page paperback Tonopah, the
Greatest, the Richest, and the Best
Mining Camp in the World (Tonopah:
Nye County Press, 1990); and for
reading on that long flight see Russell R.
Elliott, Nevada's Twentieth Century
Mining Boom (University of NV Press).

Jim Butler Days

Every Memorial Day weekend, the
citizens of Tonopah celebrate Jim Butler
Days, a noisy festival that brings crowds
to the one-time boom town. This year's
celebration is May 21 -9, the weekend
before the annual Mining History
Association conference. MHAers
planning to tour Nevada prior to the
conference may want to visit Tonopah
early, at least to see the burro races.
For more information contact the
Tononah Chamber of Commerce at 102-
482 -3558  o r  e :ma i l  t hem a t
tonopahahc@sierra. net

Fifth International

Reminder: The Fifth International
Mining History Conicrence will be held
in Milos, Greece, September 12-17 ,
2000. See their web page at
www.heliotopos.net
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With the MHA annual meeting
approaching, some may well be
questioning the value of attending. After
all, what difference will attending make
to others or me? Possibly a great deal,
is the answer.

All of us in the Mining History
Association recognize that this group has
truly made a difference in preserving
portions of our mining legacy that might
well have been otherwise lost. In a few
instances, it is a simplc matter to trace
thc path from concept to action to
preservation through an individual or a
small group of individuals. However I
would suggest that the majority of the
good works completecl by MHA
members as well as thosc projects
underway have a rnore obscure genesis.
Where did the idea for a paper, book or
project come from?

Obviously, there are a number of
ways fbr us to become aware of a site
that is threatened and in need of
protectlon or ol a srgnrticant bit of
history that cries for recordation in a
paper or pcrl.raps even in a book. But, of
the ways to learn of those things that arc
in need of preservation in fbrm or on
paper, nothing beats the word of mouth.

As we are all aware, when groups of
l ike-minded individuals get together the
stories flow ever so freely. It is through
these informal discussions that many of
the inrpor tant  ideas for  prcservar ion are
conceived. Often a simple remark by an
individual concerning something they
know of or about someone that
participated in an event can start the
creative juices flowing in another person.
The annual meetings of MHA are, of
course, the ideal forums for the type of
discussions that can and will foster ideas
for new projects. There can be little
doubt that something new for meeting
the stated goals of this group will emerge
as result of the gathering at Tonapah.

But unless you attend, the contribution
you might make toward the inspiration of
others or the chance to be inspired may
well be lost. We are a group for the very

reason that collectively we will
accomplish more than we could
individually and no small parr of the
process is the free, open sharing of ides
and concepts.

So, come to Tonapah with the goal of
bringing your unique knowledge to share
with all as well as to listen and receive.
Who can say what wiil be saved or
written about just because you attended.
See you therel

Richard Graeme
Accra, Ghana

Organization Notes

The Year 2000 MHA officers are:

Richard Graeme, President
Richard Francaviglia, Vice-Pres.
Jay Fell, Treasurer
Bob Spude, Secretary
Council members:
Don Hardesty, past prcsident
Roger Burt, 1998-2000
Eric Clcments, 1998-2000
Liston Leyendecker, 1999,2001
Charles Hughes, 1999-2001
Erik Nordberg, 1999-2001
Homer Milford. 2000-2002
Glenn Cook, 2000-2002

Membership
Bob Sorgenfrei, archivist of the Russell
L. &. Lyn Wood Mining History
Archive, Colorado School of Mines,
Golden, and MHA membership chair is
updating the mailing list. If you find
errors misspellings, unnecessary
words, etc -- please drop a note to the
MHA, P. O. Box 150300, Denver. CO
80215. He wil l work MHA's Denver
coordinator Lysa Wegman-French to
prepare a clean mailing list.

Mining History Journal

The 1999 Journal is in the hands of
managing editor Charles Hughes and
ready for the printer. Expect the MHA's
biggest issue yet to appear during the
Tonopah conference.

Future Conferences

For those members who wish to plan
ahead the following are future
conference locales:
June l-5,2000: Tonopah, Nevada
2001: Butte, Montana
2002: Kellogg-Wallace, Idaho

Mining History Association web page:

http : www. l ib. mtu. edu/mha/mha. htm
For  submiss ions  con tac t  MHA
webmaster Erik Nordbers bv e:mail at
copper@mtu.edu

Thanks

Anyone who puts together an MHA
conference deserves the thanks of
everyone who participates. This year's
conference in Tonopah has benefitted
from the guidance of both Don Hardesty
and Sally Zanjani for taking on rhe rask
of organizing all those local details,
tours, meals, meeting space, etc. The
host community also is crit ical in giving
support through its mining history
enthusiasts, in this case the Central
Nevada Historic Society and Tonopah
Historic Mining Park. Thanks too to
Don Hardesty for taking on the
additional role of program chair.
Thanks to all for their hard work.

The Mining History Association
Newsletter

Denver, Colorado

Distributed to association members;
membership is open to all interested
in the history of mining. Dues are 925
per year. Please send dues to MHA,
Post Office Box 150300. Denver.
Colorado 80215.

Submissions for publication in the
newsletter are welcome. Write to
Robert L. Spude, Editor.
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Scripophilh

Didn't vour morher tell you not to say
words l ike that? Actuaily, as you may
know. scripophil ly is the collecting of
old bonds and slock certif icates.

The last issuc of' Mining History Netvs
contatnccl a briel 'article noting that few
old stock certif icarcs hacl any face value,
because thc companies involved had gone
bankrupt. The article noted the
exceptions, where a mining company had
been absorbcd by another, sti l l-existing
cornpany, in which case the shares of the
old company niight well have value.

But, whcla! Many stock and bond
ccrtif icates have value as collectibles,
evrn thougl t  they h i rvc no in t r ins ic  or
underlying value. Thcy are pieces of
history, they are often examples of the
enpravcr's art, many clisplay pictorial
v ignct tcs of  in terest  (e.g. ,  mincs,  mi l ls ,
prospcctors, trains), and sornc bear
valuablc autographs -- t iom a Vandcrbilt
to  the lunr inar ies o l 'Cr ipplc  f l reck or  the
Comstock. In the collcctible rnarket.
certif icate values range fiorn very l itt le
to several thousand dollars each,
depending olt a varie ty of tactors,
including the attributes just noted,
whether issued or unissued, rarity, the
tame of the mine or company, and, of
coursc, condition. So, hang onto thosc
certif icates unti l you know what they're
really worth.

Thcre arc a number of dealers in
scripophil ly: American Vignettes, pOB
155, Rosele Park, NJ (908-24t-4209)
recently published a salcs l ist that
included hundreds of western mining
certif icates. As always, be careful who
you deal wirh, and if you are sell ing, get
more than one appraisal or off'er.

Thanks to MHA member Don Kaye
for the above. The editor appreciates the
other values of old stock certificates and
agrees with Don, don't throw those
certificates out just because they lack the
words Phelps Dodge or Homesrake on
the front. And always remember
donation to a local or state archive is the
best place for large collections of stock
books and other corporate records.

Central Mine Preservation

The Keweenaw County Historical
Society, Eagle Harbor, Michigan has
acquired and is now raising funds tbr the
preservation of the Central mine and
townsite. The historic site, l isted on the
National Register of Historic Places,
includes the mine, ten dwell ings and a
church.

The Central Mining Company was
organized in November 1854 during thc
first boom in Michigan copper. The
mine showed a profit from its first year
and the town around it grew to a
population of 1200, with srore, churches,
doctor, post office, and school. In l89tl,
aftcr the extraction of 54 mill ion pouncls
of copper, the vcin ran out and the mine
closed.

Over the twentieth century, many ol'
the structures were removed or fcll into
disuse and disrepair. The fbrrncr
residents held an annual reunion startiug
in 1907,  however,  and on July  3,  2000
the Centra l  Mine M.E.  Church wi l l  ho ld
the 94th consecut ive reuniorr  serv ice.

The historical society owns 40 acres.
The homes on the properly have been
leased to ensure their continued
maintcnance and upkeep. The remaining
three residences are the focus of recent
preservaliou efforts. The society has a
Penny a Pound carnpaign, which has
already raised funds for the reattachment
of siding, window repair, roof patching
and painting the buildings.

The society wi l l  opcn a v is i (or  centcr
in 2000 to share this signil icant sire wirh
the many visitors to rhe tip of the Uppcr
Peninsula. During the MHA conference
at Houghton in 1998, participants visited
the society's Eagle Harbor Lighthouse
museum complex. The opening of the
Central Mine complex wil l add to the
experience of those seeking the history
of the rich copper country.

For more information contact the
Keweenaw County Historical Society,
HC-l, Box 265L, Eagle Harbor, MI.
Membership is $15 per year; donations
welcome. Thanks to Dave Thomas. Vp.
(906-337-4411) for the above marerial.

Asian Americans

Priscil la Wegars sends the latest issue of
the Asian American Comparative
Collections Newsletter, an informative
sheet issued from the University of
Idaho. In it she l ist summer tours,
which include "The World of Polly
Bemis," led by Wegars, to the home of
the Chinese woman who's story was
made into the excellent, but underrated
movie "A Thousand Pieces of Gold."
Sam Couch of Georgia Southern
University wil l direct "Chinese in
Territorial Idaho: 2000 Wilderness Fielcl
School, " thc excavation of a Chinese site
near Warren, Idaho. Information about
the tours or program are available by
call ing the University of Idaho
Enrichrnent Program at 208-885-6486.

Preservation Notcs:

Jackie Powell and Gary Higgins sent rhe
"Snowstonn Update, " a news sheet about
the eflbrts to preserve thc Snorvstornr
dredge outside Fairplay, Colorado. The
dredge needs to be moved to a new site,
and the Preserve the Snowstorm Dredge,
Inc. has init iated nomination of' rhe
dreclge to the National Register of
Historic Places, has received a grant
fiom the Colorado History Fund to
document the dredge and plan for its
preservation, and has received much
gratis help, from the loan of historic
photographs to a hazard waste study.
The group has a long way to go, but all
notion is forward. Gary and jackie wil l
present the group's efforts to date at the
Tonopah conference.

The historic smokestacks in Murray,
Utah mentioned in the last newsletter
appear to be slated for demolition in
mid-May. Preservation plans to save the
landmark structures failed to convince
the promoters of a $100 mill ion
commercial development at the site, as
well as the EPA. The discussions now
focus on a museum, videos or other
means to commemorate the Salt Lake
Valleys one-time great industry.
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Ghost Cities

In 1915, sometime movie script writer
and sports journalist Charles E. Van
Loan wrote a series in the Saturday
Evening Posl about "Ghost Cities" of the
Nevada-California desert country, and
spawned the cottage industry of ghost
town guide books. Nevada has been the
focus of much of this industry. Early
journalists and photographers caught the
stories of old timers and the images of
weathered board shacks, first appearing
in the journal Touring Topics of the Los
Angeles Automobile Club in the late
teens ancl twenties.

Depression Era and after journalists,

from C. B. Glasscock to Ernie Pyle,
wrote of the desert rats and their camps,
but best known zrnd loved was the
tireless Nell Murbarger. Murbarger
deserves the claim to bcing the mother of
the ghost town book, the forrnat copiecl
rnany t imes hy subsequcn( wr i ters.

Stan Paher, tour leader on Sundays
ghost town jaunt during the Tonopah
conference, is at the other end of Van
Loan and the early and mid-twentieth
century writers, and a definite shift from
the Murbarger-style.

Stan says he grew up in Las Vegas
reading the tales of the old camps written
by newsman Don Ashbaugh in the las
Vegas Review-Journal. Ashbaugh later
compiled the essays into Nevada's
Turbulent Yesterday (1963 -- an example
of a Murbarger imitation), but Paher was
already hooked on visit ing the camps,
the old timers, and collecting every bit
of information, photographs, and
collectibles about the hundreds of
ghost towns across the silver state. In
the late 1960s he met up with the
publishing house of Howell-North, with
a l itt le hclp from railroad historian David
Myrick. The result was Stan's classic
Nevada Ghost Towns & Mining Camps,
one of the best guide books ever

published. Still in print forty-one years
after publication, it is a rich treasure of
photographs and ghost town history.

Stan shortly thereafter started Nevada
Publications, which has issued a host of
Nevadiana, including a needed, fat
bibliography on Nevada and his
continued issuance of suide books and
ghost town pamphlets.

For Tonopah, he wil l, f irst, on
Saturday evening, give an i l lustrated talk
about the region and its mining history.
On Sunday, MHA mernbers and friends
in four-wheelers wil l caravan off on a
rare chance to venture into some of the
more isolated spots in Nevada's mining
country. Be prepared for thc usual four
wheeler needs -- don't expect the use of
hoists, hooks and ladders, but be
prepared for the usual high ccntered
roads, sand, and a possiblc blow out.
Bring snacks and water and an ear fbr
the expected good stories, true and
otherwise.

Mining History Association
Post Office Box 150300
Denver. Colorado 802 15


