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Karen A. and Mark A. Vendl with the San 
Juan County Historical Society.  Mines around 
Silverton (Images of America series).  Charleston, 
SC: Arcadia Publishing, 2015; 127 pp.; numer-
ous b&w photos, 1 map, bib., paper, $22.  ISBN: 
9781467132862

Many readers will be familiar with the “Images 
of America” series produced by Arcadia Publish-
ing, founded in 1993.  This catalogue of local and 
regional photographic essays of historical topics 
or locales now numbers more than 7,500 in all, in 
excess of 150 devoted to Colorado subjects.  Each 
slim volume includes chapters consisting of a few 
paragraphs of text followed by numerous photo-
graphs that both illustrate the subject and provide 
more information through extended captions.  
The quality of these books has varied, depending 
upon the expertise of the author and the quality 
of the photographs, either as originals or as repro-
duced.

At its best, however, this series is a great idea, 
and Karen and Mark Vendl’s Mines around Silver-
ton a fine example of that.

The Vendls, knowledgeable and entertaining 
guides to the region, have divided Mines around 
Silverton into chapters on Silverton, the Red 
Mountain Mining District, the Las Animas Min-
ing District, Howardsville, Gladstone, Mineral 
Point, Animas Forks, and Eureka.  The book in-
cludes a two-page introduction by Duane Smith, 
the dean of Colorado mining historians and a 
collaborator with the Vendls on other projects.  
It also contains a brief bibliography and some of 
the chapter introductions include suggested read-
ings.  The photographs, the heart of the undertak-
ing, are numerous, fascinating, varied, and hand-
somely reproduced except for a couple of images 
too dark.

Mines around Silverton is enjoyable reading 
of itself, and certainly will be a useful companion 
for summer explorations of the area, with some of 
these sites being easily reached over either paved 
or good-quality dirt roads.

 Eric L. Clements
 Southeast Missouri State University

Don Paulson.  Mines, Miners and Much 
More: A Guide to Historic Mining in Colorado’s 
San Juan Triangle.  Chicago: Twain Publish-
ers, 2015; 162 pp., numerous b&w illus., 4 maps, 
notes, bib., paper, $20.  ISBN: 9780692411292

During the summer months, tens of thousands 
of people visit the Colorado towns of Ouray, Sil-
verton, and Telluride, an area known as the San 
Juan Triangle.  Over $250 million in gold and sil-
ver—$9 billion in today’s dollars—was extracted 
from this area between 1878 and 1944.  

Many of these visitors, however, are not aware 
of the fascinating history of gold and silver min-
ing in this area.  According to Don Paulson, his 
book 

is intended for those who want to see, ex-
plore and understand the historic sites re-
maining from the glory days of Colorado 
mining.  The book paints a broad picture 
for the curious who are not familiar with 
mining.  It is also intended for those who 
drive the local roads, pull over to see one of 
the many deserted mining structures, and 
wonder what the purpose an old building 
served in its glory days.

The book starts with a historical overview 
and discusses the Ute tribe that inhabited the area 


